Toward understanding ethanol's capacity to be reinforcing: a conditioned place preference following injections of ethanol.
Rats that had previously consumed a 6% ethanol (ETOH) solution daily for 26 days and rats without such a history served as subjects in a test for the ability of ETOH to establish a conditioned place preference. The time of putative conditioning was from 4 to 8 min after injections of ETOH, 1 g/kg. The combination of programming the period of putative conditioning to be shortly after injections and using rats habituated to drinking ETOH allowed a conditioned place preference to emerge after only a few conditioning trials. Such a result potentially reveals features of the way ETOH achieves its reinforcing capability and sets the stage for understanding the mechanism of that reinforcement.